Giving Legacy a Voice
Every year the vast majority of
Americans who die do so without
having prepared a valid Last Will
and Testament. For the past three
decades the numbers hover between
70 and 80 percent.

This statistic is especially astounding
since state and federal laws provide
some significant incentives for
the preparation of a Will. These
incentives are designed to make it
easy for very personal wishes to be
known and followed — wishes that
deal with child custody, property
distribution and a legacy of values.
Not to mention the fact that, in many
cases, a carefully planned Will serves
to actually minimize costs related to
settling an estate.

What is it about the preparation of
one’s personal wishes — the purpose
of the Last Will and Testament — that
Americans avoid in such resounding
numbers?

This brochure examines a few
possible reasons, and then takes a
brief look at how easily a valid Will
can be created.
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Four Reasons Americans
Avoid Preparing A Wil

Too Little Property To Merit A Creating A Will
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